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Figure 2. (a) Map of Turkey showing the location of
Kerkenes on the northern edge of the
Cappadocian Plain.

(b) Road map of Central Anatolia showing
location of Kerkenes Dag, the nearby town of

Sorgun and provincial capital of Yozgat.
(c) Directions to the village of Sahmuratli.
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Figure 4. Digital Terrain Model (DTM) made by Islem GIS, using ERDAS Imagine,
from the GPS survey of Kerkenes. A rectangular frame locates Figure 12.
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INTRODUCTION

The 2004 season of archaeological research at the Iron Age capital on the Kerkenes Dag
was divided into a short spring season of resistivity survey followed by a summer season of
excavation.

In May, thanks to a spell of fine weather, it proved possible to conduct two weeks of
electrical resistivity survey in the central, lower, portion of the city. The spring season also
provided an opportunity to re-examine all of the sculpted and inscribed fragments that had
been recovered in 2003. Many details, as well as a new set of digital photographs, were added
to the existing descriptions in the catalogue and entered in the database. In particular it was
possible to answer several questions concerning the inscriptions that had been raised by Prof.
Claude Brixhe who is to include them in the new Supplement to his Corpus des inscriptions
paléo-phrygienes.

In early summer the Department of Rural Services made a splendid tarmac road from
Sorgun to the foot of the ancient city. The new tarmac road winds all the way up to the site
and allows a comfortable ride for cars and coaches making it possible, even in wet conditions,
to drive up to the city wall at the base of the Kale. In the village itself the Department of Rural
Services completed installation of pipes for a new sewer system together with an enhanced
system of water distribution.

In another development, MNG Holding delivered a 15 by 5m prefabricated building,
which was erected next to the existing expedition house in late August. This will provide four
spacious rooms for accommodation in future season, reducing dependence on tents and
replacing temporary use of the village clinic, which is scheduled for refurbishment by the
Ministry of Health pending the appointment of a nurse.

The excavation season was ended in mid-August. Several team members then attended
the 6™ Iron Ages Symposium in Eskisehir during which two papers on Kerkenes were
presented.

At the end of August, the Kerkenes Project office at METU moved to its new location
by the Solmaz Izdemir Salonu in the library building. The University President's Office
facilitated the reorganisation of the office and allowed the team to resume the post-fieldwork,
which includes preparation of reports, publications and web page updates all year round.
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Figure 5. The new tarmac road winds all the way up to the site, allowing a
comfortable ride for cars and coaches driving up to the city wall at the base of the
Kale, the prominent hump on the horizon. (04dpjv3304)



THE RESISTIVITY SURVEY

For the most part, the survey connected and extended the work conducted in previous
years, and in particular covered the low level ground around the Biiylik Gol (Figs 6 and 7).
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Figure 6. Progress map of the resistivity survey.



The Central Area

South-east of the Biiyiik Gol the resistivity survey (Figs 7 and 8) might be seen to have
confirmed the existence of an open space first revealed by magnetometer survey. New
evidence perhaps shows that this open area is bounded on its north-eastern side by a long
narrow structure (Fig. 7 at lower right) which might be similar in nature to the building
flanking the Field on the southern ridge below the Kale. If this interpretation is correct it
would seem likely that there was some open public space in this central location adjacent to
the largest of the city’s reservoirs.

This same resistivity imagery could also, perhaps, show that there had been some
encroachment of buildings onto the open space before the destruction of the city. On the
tongue of land between two water courses to the north-west of the Biiyiik Gol (Fig.7 at upper
left) a number of square freestanding structures were revealed together with the more usual
two-roomed buildings.

The wet area immediately northwest of and below the reservoir was, not surprisingly,
found to be largely devoid of remains.
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Figure 7. Map of the main portion of the 2004 Resistivity Survey. The blank area
is the Biiyiik G6l and marshy streambed.



Figure 8. The central area of the city in May with the Biiyiik Gol at left and the

western defences behind the shepherd’s enclosure in the middle ground.
(04dpjv0506)

It is to be noted that most of the remains, so clearly depicted by the resistivity survey
around the Biiylik Gol, are not visible on the ground. In the lower area of the site the ground is
sufficiently moist until late spring and, with only few stones on the surface, presents ideal
conditions for the use of a resistivity meter. A daily collection of data over 9 grids, each 20 x
20m, filling up the machine memory, is the daily target for a team of four.

A “Temple’ at the Southern Edge of the Central Area

In another initiative, an entire day was devoted to the resistivity survey of a large,
heavily burnt, two-roomed hall (Figs 9 and 10).

According to the evidence from the magnetometer survey, this building has been
torched whilst the smaller structures around it appeared to have escaped unscathed. As
expected, resistivity survey in this location provided clearer images of the unburnt structures,
but failed to reveal the existence of stone bases to wooden columns or other internal features.

This unusually large hall, which does not seem to be situated in a large compound,
fronts directly onto a broad street. This building clearly had some special function, and was
very probably a temple.
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Figure 9. Resistivity map (above) and gradiometer
map (below) of the “Temple’ and its environs.

Figure 10. Resistivity survey of the “Temple” and its environs in progress The
Biiyiik Gol is at centre right. (04dpjv0412).
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